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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 03/19/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This action is in response to communications filed 03/19/2007. Claims 1, 
3,5,7,8, 12, 15, 21,22, 33-35, 37, 38 and 40 are amended. Claims 3, 6, 9-12, 
16, 17, 23-32 and 39 are previously presented. Claims 4, 13, 14, 19, 20 and 36 
are cancelled. Claim 18 is original. Claim 41 is new. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8-12, 38-41 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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4. Applicant's arguments filed 03/1 9/2007 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

The applicant argues Claim 7 has bee amended to recite wherein the 
receiver is configured to communicate a least a portion of the television 
transmission to the palmtop computer using the network and that Ellis does n to 
teach the combination of palmtop computer communicating a command over a 
network and receiving a portion of the television transmission over the network 
(Page 10) 

In response to the arguments, Ellis discloses the palmtop communicating 
a command (Page 13, paragraph 0138, Pages 11-12, paragraphs 0127) and 
receiving at least a portion of the television transmission over the network (Page 
12, paragraph 0134, 0135). 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 03/19/2007 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Regarding Claim 30 and 32, the application argues that Harrison does not 
teach receiving, from over a network as Harrison teaches uses of a handheld 
computer in the context of point to point communications and that this teaches 
away form the use of a network (Page 11). 

In response to the arguments, the examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Harrison discloses a wireless medium or point-to-point communications or a 
network (Pages 6-7, paragraphs 0067, 0069). The Authoritative Dictionary of 
IEEE standards Terms (7 th edition) defines network as a series of points 
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interconnected by communication channels. Harrison does not teach away from 
the invention. If the applicant would like the definition of a network to be more 
defined such as Internet, etc, then the limitations need to be more narrowly 
disclosed. 

The Applicant did not refer to independent claim 34 in an argument, 
however, as the rejection is the same as claims 30 and 32, the arguments and 
response to the arguments would be similar. 

Claim Objections 

6. The following claims are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claim 1 recites "is operable is operable." The examiner suggests - 
-is operable-. 

b. Claim 1 recites, "wireless." The examiner suggests - wirelessly--. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a, quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying 
out his invention. 
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8. Claims 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

The claim language includes new matter including the following: 
"detecting, from the network, input corresponding to the user interacting 
with the interactive content on the palm top computer and processing the input to 
affect the display device while the display device displays the content" 

The specification discloses enhanced content, which is manipulated at the 
palmtop (Page 9, lines 26-37, Page 10, lines 1-16). There is no disclosure of 
detection and processing of an input at the palmtop by interactive content to 
effect the display device. 

9. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

10. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 5 depends from cancelled Claim 4. The examiner assumes Claim 5 
depends form Claim 1 . 

Claim 6 depends from cancelled Claim 4. The examiner assumes Claim 6 
depends form Claim 1 . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

12. Claims 1, 2, 3, 5-12, 15-18, 21-24, 27-29, 38-41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ellis et al (US 2005/0028208 and hereafter 
referred to as "Ellis"). 

Regarding Claim 1, Ellis discloses a method for interacting with connected 
satellite devices or devices associated with user television equipment (Figure 2a, 
22, Figure 3, Figure 4), the method comprising: 

enabling a user to operate a palmtop computer to interface and interact 
with any one of a plurality of connected satellite devices using a network (Figure 
2a, 19, Page 7, paragraphs 0092, 0094), wherein the palmtop computer is 
operable by the user to wirelessly transmit a command onto the network (Figure 
2a, 19, Page 5, paragraph 0077, Page 7, paragraph 0093), the palmtop 
computer inherently including an operating system for enabling use of the 
palmtop computer independent of the device as the palmtop computer uses as 
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the operating system makes the computer functional to perform all necessary 
functions (Page 7, paragraph 0092, Figure 2a), 

receiving, from the palmtop computer and over the network, a signal that 
corresponds to the command (Page 5, paragraph 0074, Page 13, paragraph 
0138, Page 6, paragraph 0083, Page 7, paragraph 0093); 

changing at least a state of a selected satellite device of the plurality of 
connected satellite devices based on the command (Page 13, paragraph 0138, 
Figure 2a, 19, Page 2, paragraph 0017), wherein the selected satellite device is 
identified by the command (Page 7, paragraph 0091, Page 2, paragraph 0017, 
Figure 3); 

wherein the network includes one or more of the Internet or a wide area 
network that is not the Internet (Page 7, paragraph 0094). 

Regarding Claim 7, Ellis discloses a system for interacting with a display 
device (Figure 2a, 24, 22), the system comprising: 

a palmtop computer (Figure 5, paragraph 0059) connected to a network 
(Figure 2a, 19, Page 7, paragraph 0094), wherein the palmtop computer includes 
a graphic user interface (Page 7, paragraph 0092), and palmtop computer 
inherently includes an operating system as the palmtop computer uses as the 
operating system makes the computer functional to perform all necessary 
functions (Page 7, paragraph 0092, Figure 2a). 

Ellis discloses the palmtop computer being operable to receive an input 
corresponding to a command (Page 5, paragraph 0074, Page 1 3, paragraph 
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0138, Page 6, paragraph 0083, Page 7, paragraph 0093), wherein the palmtop 
computer is configured to transmit a signal corresponding to the command over 
the network (Page 13, paragraph 0138, Figure 2a, 19); 

a display device connected to the network (Figure 2a, 22, 19, Figure 3, 
36), wherein the display device displays multimedia content (Page 6, paragraph 
0080), and 

a receiver provided with the display device (Figure 2a, 22, Figure 3, 28), 
wherein the receiver is configured to receive a television transmission from one 
of a broadcast or digital cable connection (Page 4, paragraph 0068), and wherein 
the receiver is interconnected to the palmtop computer through the network 
(Figure 2a, 19), to receive the signal transmitted by the palmtop computer (Page 
13, paragraph 0138, Figure 2a, 19); wherein the receiver is configured to receive 
the signal from the palmtop computer and to transmit the signal to the display 
device to change a state of the display device (Page 13, paragraph 0138, Figure 
2a, 19) and 

wherein the receiver is configured to communicate at least a portion of the 
television transmission to the palmtop computer using the network including 
program guide data and programming (Page 4, paragraph 0069, Figure 2a, Page 
12, paragraph 0135). 

Regarding Claim 8, Ellis discloses a method for interacting with a display 
device, the method comprising: 

receiving a TV signal (Page 4, paragraph 0069); 
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displaying content from the TV signal on the display device (Page 6, 
paragraph 0080); 

while the display device displays the TV signal, transmitting an interactive 
content from the television signal to a palmtop computer using a network or while 
the programming is being displayed on the interactive television equipment, 
interactive program guide may send desired interactive status information with 
the ability to change settings for a program (Pages 12-13, paragraphs 0134- 
0138); 

displaying the interactive content on the palmtop computer (Figure 11), the 
palmtop computer including a graphic user interface (Page 7, paragraph 0092), 
and palmtop computer inherently includes an operating system as the palmtop 
computer uses as the operating system makes the computer functional to 
perform all necessary functions (Page 7, paragraph 0092, Figure 2a). 

and wherein the interactive content corresponds to the content displayed 
on the display device (Figure 1 1 , Page 1 3, paragraphs 01 37, 01 38, Figure 2a); 
and 

detecting, from the network, input corresponding to the user interacting 
with the interactive content on the palm top computer (Figure 1 1 , Page 13, 
paragraphs 0137, 0138, Figure 2a, 19), and 

processing the input to affect the display device while the display device 
displays the content (Page 1 3, paragraph 01 38). 
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Regarding Claim 15, Ellis discloses a method for interacting with a TV 
system, the method compri$ing: 

receiving an interactive TV signal for use in a TV system, wherein the 
interactive TV signal includes an interactive component (Page 4, paragraph 
0069, Figure 2a, Page 5, paragraph 0071); and 

transmitting at least a portion of the interactive component to a palmtop 
computer using a network (Figure 2a, 19, 22, 24); and 

receiving, from over the network, an input from the palmtop computer 
correspond to the user interacting with the interactive component (Pages 11-12, 
paragraphs 0127, 0134, 0135, Page 13, paragraph 0138), wherein the palmtop 
computer includes a graphic user interface (Page 7, paragraph 0092), and 
palmtop computer inherently includes an operating system as the palmtop 
computer uses as the operating system makes the computer functional to 
perform all necessary functions (Page 7, paragraph 0092, Figure 2a). 

Regarding Claim 38, Ellis discloses a system for providing television 
content, the system comprising: a palmtop computer including a graphic user 
interface (Page 7, paragraph 0092), and palmtop computer inherently includes 
an operating system as the palmtop computer uses as the operating system 
makes the computer functional to perform all necessary functions (Page 7, 
paragraph 0092, Figure 2a); the palmtop computer being wirelessly coupled to a 
network (Figure 2a, 19, Page 5, paragraph 0077); and 
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a receiving system coupled to the network, wherein the receiver receives 
a TV signal from a provider and communicates at least a portion of the TV signal 
to the palmtop computer using the network including program guide data and 
programming (Page 4, paragraph 0069, Figure 2a, Page 12, paragraph 0135). 

Regarding Claim 2, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 1. 1 Ellis 
discloses the selected satellite device is a device selected from a group 
consistent of a TV, a video playback device and a video recorder (Figure 3, 
Figure 4, Page 7, paragraph 0091). 

Regarding Claim 3, 'Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 1 . Ellis 
discloses the palmtop computer has a graphical interface (Page 7, paragraph 
0092). 

Regarding Claim 5, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 1. Ellis 
discloses that the connected satellite device is a TV and changing at least a state 
of the device includes changing a channel of the television and controlling the TV 
in any other suitable manner (Page 13, paragraph 0138). 

Regarding Claim 6, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 1 . Ellis 
discloses the palmtop computer has a graphical interface (Page 7, paragraph 
0092) and a component for establishing a wireless link (Page 7, paragraphs 
0093, 0094, Page 5, paragraph 0077). 

Regarding Claim 9, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 8. Ellis 
discloses the interactive content received at the palmtop computer is response to 



Application/Control Number: 10/006,914 Page 
Art Unit: 2623 

the TV signal received for display on the device (Page 2, paragraph 0032, Page 
4, paragraph 0045, Page 13, paragraphs 0137, 0138). 

Regarding Claim 10, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 8. Ellis 
discloses displaying the interactive contentsimultaneous with displaying content 
from the TV signal (Page 13, paragraph 0137). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 8. Ellis 
discloses the display device is a TV (Figure 3, 36). 

Regarding Claims 12 and 18, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claims 8 
and 1 5 respectively. Ellis discloses receiving the interactive content on the 
palmtop computer includes receiving the interactive content from a network 
(Figure 2a, 19). 

Regarding Claim 16, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 15. Ellis 
discloses the TV system includes a TV combined wit ha separate or integrated 
set top box (STB) (Figure 3, 28, Page 6, paragraph 0082, Page 7, paragraph 
0088). 

Regarding Claim 17, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 15. Ellis 
discloses displaying the portion of the interactive component on the palmtop 
computer (Figure 7, Figure 8, Figure 2a, Page 5, paragraph 0071). 

Regarding Claim 21, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 1. Ellis 
discloses changing at least a state of the device includes controlling a function of 
the device such as changing the channel or the volume or recording a program 
(Page 13, paragraph 01 38, Pages 11-12, paragraphs 0127, 0134, 0135). 
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Regarding Claim 22, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 1. Ellis 
discloses that the connected satellite device is a multimedia playback device or 
VCR and changing at least a state of the device includes causing the playback 
device to record a particular content (Page 5, paragraph 0071 , Pages 11-12, 
paragraphs 01 27, 01 34, 01 35). 

Regarding Claim 23, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 7. Ellis 
discloses that the receiver is provided by a set top box (Figure 3, 28). 

Regarding Claim 24; Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 7. Ellis 
discloses that the receiver is provided with a display device or a personal 
computer television (Page 7, paragraph 0088). 

Regarding Claim 27, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 17. Ellis 
discloses the interactive component includes a program listing (Figure 7, Figure 
8). 

Regarding Claim 28, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 27. Ellis 
discloses that the program listing is from an Internet site such as Internet web 
links (Page 4, paragraph 0067). 

Regarding Claim 29, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 27. Ellis 
discloses the interactive component corresponds to an electronic program guide 
(EPG) (Figure 2a, Figure 2c, Figure 7, Figure 8). 

Regarding Claim 39, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Ellis 
discloses a display device displaying content from the TV signal (Figure 3, 36, 
Figure 4). 



Application/Control Number: 10/006,914 Page 
Art Unit: 2623 

Regarding Claim 40, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Ellis 
discloses that the palmtop computer is operable to enable a user to communicate 
a command for the display device or the receiver system (Page 13, paragraph 
0138). 

Regarding Claim 41 . Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 1 . Ellis 
discloses receiving from the palmtop computer and over the network includes 
receiving from over the network includes receiving over the Internet (Page 7, 
paragraph 0094). 

13. Claims 30-35, 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Harrison et al (US 2004/0045039 and hereafter referred to as "Harrison"). 

Regarding Claims 30, 32 and 34, Harrison discloses a method for 
interacting with a display device (Figure 9a, 42), method for interacting with a 
television system (Figure 9a, 34), and a system for providing TV content, the 
methods and systems comprising: a receiver receiving an interactive multimedia 
or TV signal (Figure 9a, 36, Figure 9c, 36, Page 2, paragraph 0031 , Pages 6-7, 
paragraphs 0067, 0069), displaying content from the multimedia signal or TV 
signal on the display device wherein the content corresponds to the program 
(Page 2, paragraph 0032, Pages 6-7, paragraphs 0067, 0069), receiving, from a 
network or wireless medium, input corresponding to user manipulating a palmtop 
computer that is in communication with the at least one of display device or the 
network or wireless medium to interact with events that occur as part of the 
program (Page 4, paragraph 0051, Page 5, paragraph 005, Page 6, paragraphs 
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0062 -0065, Page 7, paragraph 0071). Harrison discloses that the palmtop 
computer includes a graphic user interface (Figure 7, 208) and the hand held 
device inherently includes an operating system as the palmtop computer uses as 
the operating system makes the computer functional to perform all necessary 
functions of displaying associated data and allowing interaction by the user 
(Figure 7, Page 7, paragraph 0071). Harrison discloses receiving and 
processing an input from the palmtop computer corresponding to the user 
interacting with the interactive component (Page 6, paragraph 0062, Page 7, 
paragraph 0071 , Figure 7, 204). Harrison discloses communicating at least a 
portion of the television signal to the palmtop (Pages 6-7, paragraphs 0067, 
0069). Harrison discloses receiving on the network and receiving on the palmtop 
computer, the portion of the interactive multimedia signal using a wireless 
communication component that couples the palmtop computer to the network 
(Page 4, paragraph 0051, Page 5, paragraph 005, Page 6, paragraphs 0062 - 
0065, Page 7, paragraph 0071). 

Regarding Claims 31 and 33, Harrison discloses all the limitations of 
Claim 30 and 32 respectively. Harrison discloses receiving an interactive signal 
is an interactive television signal that is communicated through a broadcast, 
digital cable connection or the Internet (Page 2, paragraph 0033). 

Regarding Claim 35, Harrison discloses all the limitations of Claim 34. 
Harrison discloses communicating at least a portion of the interactive multimedia 
signal to a palmtop computer is performed while displaying content from the 
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interactive multimedia signal on a display device (Figure 9a, Figure 9c, Page 3, 
paragraphs 0036-0037). 

Regarding Claim 37, Harrison discloses all the limitations of Claim 34. 
Harrison disclose that communicating at least a portion of the interactive 
multimedia signal to a palmtop computer includes wirelessly transmitting the 
portion of the interactive multimedia signal to the palmtop computer (Figure 9a, 
102, Figure 9c, 102). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

15. Claims 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ellis in view of Harrison. 

Regarding Claim 25, Ellis discloses all the limitations of Claim 8. Ellis 
discloses interactive content (Figure 11) and also interactive applications such as 
browsing Internet, chatting and shopping (Page 17, paragraphs 0176-0180). 
Ellis is silent on receiving a TV signal includes receiving an interactive TV signal 
and wherein displaying interactive content includes displaying the interactive 
content from the TV signal. 
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In analogous art, Harrison discloses a method for interacting with a display 
device (Figure 9a, 42), method for interacting with a television system (Figure 9a, 
34), and a system for providing TV content, the methods and systems 
comprising: a receiver receiving an interactive multimedia or TV signal (Figure 
9a, 36, Figure 9c, 36, Page 2, paragraph 0031, Pages 6-7, paragraphs 0067, 
0069), displaying content from the multimedia signal or TV signal on the display 
device wherein the content corresponds to the program (Page 2, paragraph 
0032, Pages 6-7, paragraphs 0067, 0069), receiving, from a wireless medium, 
input corresponding to user manipulating a palmtop computer that is in 
communication with the at least one of display device or the wireless medium to 
interact with events that occur as part of the program (Page 4, paragraph 0051 , 
Page 5, paragraph 005, Page 6, paragraphs 0062 -0065, Page 7, paragraph 
0071). Harrison discloses that the palmtop computer includes a graphic user 
interface (Figure 7, 208) and the hand held device inherently includes an 
operating system as the palmtop computer uses as the operating system makes 
the computer functional to perform all necessary functions of displaying 
associated data and allowing interaction by the user (Figure 7, Page 7, 
paragraph 0071). Harrison discloses receiving and processing an input from the 
palmtop computer corresponding to the user interacting with the interactive 
component (Page 6, paragraph 0062, Page 7, paragraph 0071, Figure 7, 204). 
Harrison discloses communicating at least a portion of the television signal to the 
palmtop using wireless medium (Pages 6-7, paragraphs 0067, 0069). Harrison 
discloses that receiving a TV signal includes receiving an interactive TV signal 
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and wherein displaying interactive content includes displaying the interactive 
content from the TV signal (Pages 6-7, paragraphs 0067, 0069, Figure 7, 208). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
modify Ellis to include receiving a TV signal includes receiving an interactive TV 
signal and wherein displaying interactive content includes displaying the 
interactive content from the TV signal (Pages 6-7, paragraphs 0067, 0069, Figure 
7, 208) as taught by Harrison in order to enhance the utility of the primary data 
stream (Page 1 , paragraph 0003) 

Regarding Claim 26, Ellis and Harrison disclose all the limitations of Claim 
25. Harrison discloses that receiving the interactive content from a network 
includes receiving the interactive content from the Internet or World Wide Web 
pages (Page 4, paragraph 0045). Ellis discloses that receiving the interactive 
content from a network includes receiving the interactive content from the 
Internet (Page 7, paragraph 0094). 

Conclusion 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Farzana E. Hossain whose telephone number 
is 571-272-5943. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 
8:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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May 31, 2007 



